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Open Hill Climb History  ï Peaslows and the 1930s Grimpeurs 

 

The first Open Hill Climb took place on 

22nd October 1933 with 54 entries, 50 

starters and 37 finishers.  Entries (postal 

order only) were 1/6 (one shilling and 

sixpence), first prize Two Guineas, second 

One Guinea and third Half-a-Guinea (entry 

form aside)  

 

Stan Livingston of the Dukinfield CC was 

fastest with a time of 6 minutes 43 seconds, 

three seconds faster than W Booth, of the 

now defunct Peterloo CC, who led his team 

to victory in the team race.  The fastest 

Withington Wheeler was Jim Forbes in 18th 

place with a time of 8 minutes exactly.  The 

full length of the hill was used in 1933 but 

in 1934 the traditional shorter course was 

used, the full length of the hill would not be 

used again until the Withington had the 

honour of organising the National Hill 

Climb in 1964. 

 

In 1934 there was an entry of 66 riders and 

to quote from the journal ñthe length used 

was only 900 yards ï an amendment which 

proved to be rather popularò.  An 

interesting entry was Wilf Higgins, then 

British Empire Sprint Champion; however 

he was under-geared and finished well 

down the list.  The winner was Bert 

Williams of the Clarion clocking 2mins 

52secs to beat Stan Livingstone by 51/5 

seconds.  Stan had the consolation of 

leading the Dukinfield CC to team award 

victory.  Once more Jim Forbes was fastest 

of our men with a time of 3mins 26secs. 

 

1935 showed a great improvement in the 

clubôs fortunes.  From 75 entries Jim put 

up second fastest time with 2mins 44s and 

backed by Alan Grant (3mins 61/5 secs) 

and Arnold Smith (3mins 153/5 secs) he led 

our team to victory.  Ernie Atherton of the 

Yorkshire RC, a crack hill climber with an 

unbeaten record was winner with 2mins 

414/5 secs.  However Jim was only 

warming up for the following week when  

  



Hereôs the report from the Withington Wheelers Journal dated November 1933é.. 

  



 

 
  



éhe went to Monsall Head and 

again ran second to Atherton in 

the Derby Ivanhoe hill climb, 

this time by only one second.   

 

And then, in the Saddleworth 

Wheelers hill climb (see photo 

left) on Bearda Hill, Dane 

Bridge, Macclesfield came 

success.  Jim beat Ernie 

Atherton by 1/5 of a second and 

thus gained for the Withington 

Wheelers itôs very first Open 

win, meanwhile shattering 

Athertonôs hitherto unbeaten 

hill climbing record.   

But Jim wasnôt finished and over to Grimsby he went to beat 

the local champion by three seconds by surmounting Nettleton Hill in record time. The photo 

top right shows Jim with the John Bull Trophy for winning the Grimsby hill climb. 

 

1936 gave us very nearly the same result as 1936, for Jim 

Forbes was again second in our event and once more led the 

club to team victory, Alan Grant being fourth and the third 

member Harry Lloyd.  Jim Forbesô time of 2mins 413/5 secs in 

our 1936 hill climb stood as the fastest ride by a Withington 

Wheeler for over 50 years until it was beaten by Neil Byrne in 

1991 in a time of 2mins 36.4secs.  Atherton was only third, the 

winner being Benny Clare of the North Manchester Harriers, 

although amazingly the local press managed to get the winner 

wrong and reported Atherton the fastest in error (see ñThe 

Captainôs Sporting Gossipò aside).  Bennyôs time was 2mins 

401/5 secs which created a new course record for the hill.  

Several of our lads 

competed in the Bradford 

Victoria, Derby Ivanhoe 

and Saddleworth climbs, 

but without success and it 

remained for Jim to travel 

down to the Catford CC 

Hill Climb (then the 

unofficial national 

champs), on Adrian 

Maysonôs motor bike, 

borrow a bike and finish 

ninth of 90 riders - 

gaining himself a 

certificate.  The last climb of the season was the Whaley 

Bridge event on Peaslows when Alan Grant was second 

and Jim fourth.  Holmes of massed-start racing fame won 

this event and beat Clareôs record. 

 



  



 

 

  



The club really went to town in 1937, everybody putting in bags of collective training.  As a 

result there was quite a scrap between the junior members to fill the third place in our team.  

Alan Grant was now ousting Jim but who cared as long as the club was at the top first?  In our 

own climb Alan Grant was second to Jack Holmes whose 2mins 351/5 secs broke his own course 

record.  Holmes was supported by Jack Fancourt and Joe Aspinall for the Yorkshire RC to take 

first team award, while Alan Grant, Jim Forbes and Tommy Frith took the second team honours.  

In the Bradford Victoria event Alan was third, Jim was sixth and Ken Perrins made up a trio 

which took second team honours. 

 

Alan won the Derby Ivanhoe event with Alan Bates fifth and Jim ninth, these three taking first 

team award.  On the Saddleworth slippery slopes we again won the team race, Grant being 

second and well backed by Jim and Kent.  Interesting point was that out of 63 starters only 9 

managed to keep contact with their machines to the summit!  In the final event of the year, the 

Eagle RC climb up Bearda, Alan Grant was second and with Alan Bates and Tom Frith the club 

took second team award, earning our fourth set of team medals. 

 

In 1938 we contested, in all, eight climbs including a memorable trip to the Catford.  Taking 

our Open first, a point most worthy of note was the full start card of 100 names.  Harry Batty 

of the Dukinfield was fastest in 2mins 47secs, Alan Grant in second place only 2/5 of a second 

slower and Jim fourth in 2mins 50secs.  Alan Bates now improving steadily recorded 3mins 

022/5 secs and these three easily took first place in the team race.  In the Potteries event Alan 

Grant was fourth, Frank Stanfield fifth and Jim, riding all the way with a flat back tyre, was 

sixth.  At Monsall, in the Derby Ivanhoe, Alan Bates also rode the whole distance on a flat.   

 

 
 



 

  



And then later in 1938 came the mass assault on the Catford.  Ten of our lads set fourth in two 

big Austins ï seven to ride, accompanied by Charlie Haines, Freddy Wheeler and Walt Massey 

who went along to hurl encouragement.  Admittedly we took no premier awards, But Alan 

Grant was seventh with 2mins 242/5 secs; Jim Forbes 2mins 361/5 secs (18th) and Bertie Burton 

2mins 384/5 secs (24th) taking third team place.  Alan Bates did 2mins 40s, Ken Perrins 2mins 

51s, Maurice Laverick 3mins 06s and Tommy Frith 3mins 19s.  Only the two Alans stayed with 

their machines in the Saddleworth and in the Eagle, Alan Bates was the best of our lads being 

fourth and with Alan Grant and Jim Forbes, took second team.  In the Rossendale, another freak 

hill, we were again second team, Alan Grant also tying for second place.  Noteworthy, was the 

Walton climb with five of the club in the first nine.  Grant tied for third place, Bates fifth and 

Bert Burton (6th) at last achieved his aim of earning a first team medal. 

 

Come 1939 and the black hand of war.  But to the minds of our grimpeurs there sprand a larger 

tragedy ï not one prize did we take in hill climbs.  Many events were cancelled but our own 

promotion received a fine entry of 86.  The day was hard and times were slow, our old friend 

Jack Holmes (Yorks RC) doing the trick with 3mins 02s.  Harold Worthen of the Clarion was 

second with 3mins 071/5 secs beating Postlethwaite of the Sheffield Phoenix by 1/5 second.  The 

Yorkshire Roads took 

the team award 

followed by the 

Dukinfield CC with us 

in third position, Alan 

Grant was fifth, 11 

seconds behind the 

winner, in 3mins 131/5 

secs. Alan was also fifth 

in the Walton Paragon 

with 2mins 04s, our 

only other riders being 

Ken Perrins, 2mins 19s 

and Bert Burton 2mins 

20s. 

 

In 1940 the winner was 

Harold Worthen with 

3mins 084/5 secs put up 

on a bad day and 

beating Postlethwaite, 

3mins 123/5 secs and 

Batty 3mins 151/5 secs.  

The Clarion beat the 

Duky by ten seconds in 

the team race.  Our only 

two entrants in a field of 

42 were Ken Perrins 

and Arnold Pennill who 

were both DNS. 

 

 

 

 



  



Post War Years. The Forties and Fifties 

 

Five years passed by with most of the lads in the services.  Four of our best did not return and 

all four are remembered on the Withington Wheelers Memorial Trophy.  With the resumption 

of Club life it was also decided to award a hill climb shield in honour and memory of Tommy 

Frith, the only hill-climber who gave his life, to the winning team of the Open promotion.  In 

1946 the ñTom Frith Memorial trophyò was won by the Altrincham Ravens, though Eric 

Mitchell of the South Lancs RC made fastest time of 42 entrants. The best placed of our riders 

was Lance Tulip in a time of 3mins 452/5 secs.  Only two Withys rode that day, the other was 

JB Smith who recorded 3.534/5 secs. 

 

Then 1947 and start of the Clarion avalanche.  First three positions were taken by Dick Woore, 

Don Nield and Harold Worthen in that order.  The same three Clarion riders again saved our 

officials a lot of trouble in finding the first team in both 1948 and 1949.    The total entry for 

the 1947 hill climb was 50, only two of ours rode and the WW Journal statesé..  

ñentries totalled 50, we would have liked a few more, but the social side did not suffer for the 

Jolly Carter overflowed with Jolly Cyclists with mine host in his glory, if it were only for the 

annual welcome the Hill Climb would go even with no entries. Our sincere congratulations to 

the Manchester Clarionéé  

D Woore Manchester Clarion  2.44.2/5 

D Nield Manchester Clarion  2.48.2/5 

FH Worthen Manchester Clarion  2.49.1/5 

Our own event resulted in a win for FS (Stan) Heeley (actual 17th) with Eric Moore second. We 

unreservedly withdraw all we have ever written with regard to the cycling abilities of Stan, we 

bow our heads in shame, we bite the dust at his feeté..ò 

 

In 1948 Dick Woore finished second in the National Hill Climb Championship on Lansdowne 

Lane, Weston, Bath.  The winner was Vic Clarke in 3.42 who won the event in 1946, 1947 

and 1948.  Dick Wooreôs time was 3.47.2 with Bernard King third 3.48.6. 

The hill is 1,157 yards with an average gradient of 1 in 7.9. Steepest 1 in 5.  Dick then 

brought his Manchester Clarion team over to Peaslows. 

 

1948 saw our tenth hill climb promotion and the Withington Wheelers Journal records; 

ñé.Manchester Clarion filled 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 6th and 9th and many other places ï a truly 

remarkable effort. Entry was not up to pre-war standard and the total of 53 was not 

particularly encouraging.  However from a sporting and social point of view the event was itôs 

usual howling success, the club turnout was also very good even if a certain aged member did 

come out on the bus. The leaders; 

D Woore Manchester Clarion  2.35.3/5 

FH Worthen Manchester Clarion  2.37.1/5 

D Nield Manchester Clarion  2.43.1/5 

The Withington riders were; 

J Forbes Withington Wheelers  3.07.1/5 

L Tulip Withington Wheelers  3.09.4/5 

R Leaver Withington Wheelers  3.28.2/5 

H Stevens Withington Wheelers  3.43.2/5 

 

1949 and Manchester Clarion recorded their third consecutive victory for the Tom Frith 

Shield, below is the Withington Wheelers Journal from November 1949é.. 

 

 



 

 

1950 saw a disappointing entry of only 47 ñgrimpeursò but Dick Woore did not enter, ñbeing 

unable to find any of his previous yearôs formò.  Eric Higgins of Whitworth Wheelers had 

beaten Harold Worthen by 6 seconds in the National Hill Climb and we were all set for a fine 

trial of strength.  On Peaslows Worthen got his revenge by 2/5 of a second but neither could 

beat Den Nield who finished with 2.50 dead.  Of our own riders, Roy Isherwood failed to start 

and it was left to Jack Kennedy to beat Brian Purcell by 15 seconds to take the fastest Withy 

honour. 

The Journal records ñOur thanks to Mac (Ron McQueen) and Arthur Wood, the old and time-

honoured combination of clock watchers, who returned the following leading times; 

D Nield Manchester Clarion  2.50 

FH Worthen Manchester Clarion  2.52.1/5 

E Higgins Whitworth Wheelers  2.52.4/5 

V Clark Coventry CC   2.55.3/5 

W Consterdine Bolton Clarion  3.04.4/5ò 

 

By 1951 Dick Woore had joined the Withington Wheelers and a total of six Withys faced the 

timekeepers Arthur Wood and Arnold Pennill.  J Kennedy, AR Isherwood, Jim Forbes, Stan 

Foster, Dick Woore and Lance Tulip were our six.  

The Withy Journal records; 

ñOf our boys, our chief hope for individual honours centered on Dick (Woore) and his 

2.44.3/5, though a little disappointing to him, was good enough to place him sixth.  Jim 

(Forbes) came up with 2.54. 3/5 and was quite pleased with himself, while Roy (Isherwood) 

filled third place in the team with a time 2 seconds slower than Jim.  Lance (Tulip) had a 

pulled muscle and was unable to start. 

The winner was HJ Hardcastle of Abbotsford Park in 2.30 dead. This was a new record for 

the hill and it wouldnôt be beaten for six years. 



The contest for team honours was hard fought and our boys were fastest of the local clubs and 

achieved their ambition in besting our friendly rivals, the Manchester Clarion, only to be 

pushed into third place by two young clubs, Birdwell Wheelers and Wallasey Silverdale. 

1952. ñThis was a proud and happy day for the club, for after a gap of many years we were 

once again able to put up on the finishing board the name óWithingtonô as team winners of 

our own Open Hill Climb.  The event has always happy associations for the club and the 

desire to hold the Tommy Frith Memorial Shield is one which has for some years occupied a 

sentimental place high in our affections 

Our own interest in the individual contest was centered on Dick Woore, a past winner of the 

event, and when he came in with 3.25 it was good enough for second place; but following 

almost on his heels came Carr of the Apollo with 3.23 and later the last man on the card - last 

years winner Harry Hardcastle of the Abbotsford ï bustled over the line with a 3.22. 3/5 to 

push Dick back into fourth. 

Dickôs disappointment was short lived; a rapid totting up of the figures by Arnold (Pennill) 

and we were able to tell him that he had led Roy Isherwood (12th in 3.42.4/5) and Ken 

Adshead (13th in 3.44.4/5) to a well-earned and very welcome victory for the club.ò 
 

In 1953 the Withington ran out second best to team winners Janus RC who placed riders in 

first and second places to take the Tommy Frith Shield.  

RR Booth Janus RC  2.45.2 

R Carr  Janus RC  2.48.4 

J Gozzard Mansfield Aces 2.51.8 

A Pearson Mansfield Aces 2.54.8 

Ours were as follows; 

AR Isherwood Withington Wheelers 2.59.2 

D Waterworth Withington Wheelers 3.00.0 

ñDick Woore struck an off day and finished well outside his usual standardò 
 

1954, an entry of 47 with 42 starters. 

For the first time a handicap award was introduced, donated by Jim Forbes, it turned out to be 

a difficult task as eighty per cent of the riders were handicapped on their 25 times. 

Roy Carr (Janus RC) was fastest in 2.35.20, Mansfield Aces took the Tom Frith team award 

and of our own there were three finishers; 

Roy Isherwood    2.54.2; Rod Slater 3.25.2; Bryan Purcell 3.30.8 

 



 

1955é.  
 

A good entry of 77 and an afternoon event for the first time. 

Eric Wilson (Rossendale RC), who would win the National Championships later in the 

month, nearly broke the hill recordéééé 
 

 

 



1956 Team winners are Sheffield Highgate and last yearôs winner Eric Wilson is pipped by 

Bill Bradley who clocked the exact same time as Eric in 1955 ï 2.31.6 

 

1957  é  and the record goes. 

Sunday October 6th, a fresh following wind up the hill and the WW Journal recordsé 

ñAnd then the master! No fighting finish, no grandstand effort ï in fact, no apparent effort at 

all!  Just a smooth, rock-like approach to the line, the hallmark of a perfectly judged effort 

from a boy who had the ability and confidence to ride the hill his own way, putting in the 

effort where it really counted and showing the temperament that has since brought him the 

National title.  Bill Bradley did not start but I rather think that Bill himself would have grave 

doubts as to his ability to better this performance. 

So hats off to Eric Wilson for a brilliant ride of 2.23.8 as he dismounts not unduly distressed, 

but to be congratulated by Harry Hardcastle whose hill record he had slashed by six seconds, 

and by Roger Booth who had been toppled into second place by a record margin of thirteen 

seconds.ò 

 

1958 and Pete Graham records the first of his winsé 

 

 



1959 and Pete Gahamôs second winéééé. 

 

 

The 1960s and the National Hill Climb comes to Peaslows 

 

1961 

 


