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OpenHill Climb History i Peaslows and the 1930s Grimpeurs

Withington Wheelers Open Hill Climb.

This event will be held on SUNDAY, OCTOBER 22nd, 1933, aver a course approximately

one mils in length, on

PEASLOWS HILL, CHAPEL~EN~LE-FRITH,

competitors starting at ono-minite intervals from 1101 a.m.

etween Chapel-en-le-frith and Sparrowpit. The starting puint for the

acter,” a quarter of @ mile ftom Chapel-en-le-frith in the direction

WiTHINGTON WHEELERS OreN Hirr Craws, 1933

ENTEY FomMmM.

Secrelary, Withinglon Wheelers, 18, London Road, Manchester.

In 1934there was anrgry of 66 riders and

to quote from the journal ifthe | ength

=

was only 900 yardsan amendment which
proved to be rather poputar An
interesting entry was Wilf Higgins, then
British Empire Sprint Champion; however
he was undegeared and finished wel
down the list. The winner was Bert
Williams of the Clarion clocking rains
52secsto beat Stan Livingstone by'/s

seconds. Stan had the consolation of

leading the Duinfield CCto team award

victory. Once more Jim Forbes was fastest

of our men with a time ofrins 26secs

1935 showed a great improvement in the

clubdés fortunes.

up second fastest time witimihs44s and
backed by Alan Gran{3mins 6/s secs)
and Arnold Smitl{3mins 15/s secshe led
our team to victory. Ernie Atherton of the
Yorkshire RC, a crack hill climber with an
unbeaten record was winner witimihs
41%s secs However Jim was only
warming up for the following week when

Fr

. The first Open Hill Climb took place on

224 October 1933 with 54 entries, 50

starters and 37 finishersEntries postal

order only) were 1/6 (one shilling and
sixpence), first prize Two Guineas, sedon

One Guineand third Halfa-Guinea (entry
. form aside)

. Stan Livingston of the Dukinfield CC was

fastest with a time of 6 minutes 43 seconds,

three seconds faster than W Baqath the

now defunct Peterloo G@ho led his team
. to victory in the team race.
| Withington Wheeler was Jim Forbes irf"18
- place with a time of 8 minutes exactlyhél

The fastest

full length of the hill was used in 1933 but
in 1934 the traditional shorter course was
used, the full length of the hill would not be

Climb in 1964.

- S S SO A P

Withington Wheelers’

(C.T.C. and R.R.C.)

Open Scratch Hill Climb

PEASLOWS HILL, CHAPEL-EN-LE-FRITH
Sunday, Oct. 20th, 1935
Starting 14-1 a.m.

Official Timekeepers :
Messrs. R. MacQUEEN & J. F. PEMBERTON

PRIZES.
Fastest Climb, Value THIRTY SHILLINGS
2nd ,, ", . TWENTY
3rdy, " o »w TEN .
Fastest Team THREE SILVER MEDALS
AR, " BRONZE %

Headguarters and Dressing Accommodation :

THE JOLLY CARTER, Chapel-enle-Frith

~used again until the Withington had the
- honour of organising the National Hill

put



Herebe report from the Wi thington Wheelers J
i ' WITHINGTON WHEELERS' JOURNAL. B

|

(Pres: Harry Wilson)
Vol.1. No.12. November 1933.

FIXTURES. .
Nov. 5. BEESTON BROOK - Armstrong, Bank View. GAWSWORTH - Nuttall's
’ ) Ivy Cottage.
12, SOUTHPORT - Tomlinson, 77 Tulketh St.” UPHOLLAND - Wide Cross Cafe.
19. CHESTERFIELD - Rachell, 488 Chatsworth Road. BUXTON - Phillips,
(start 9. a.m.) Bridge Street.

26. ALLGREAVE - "Rose and Crown". MACCLESFIELD - McCoys.

Change of Address: H. Bricknell, 1 Skelton Road, Stretford.
L.McCarrick, 23 not 26 Clarence Rd, Withington.

INTER-CLUB "“25" October 8th.
v. Irwell Castle C.C.

Withington Wheelers. (1) Irwell Castle C.C. (2)
1. A. Smith 179 Kkl 3, F.Austerberry 1:12:18,
2. P.A.Jones. 1.10. 60. 6. F. Lenagan 1.13.18.
3. C. Haines T.dds 18, 9. E. Richards 1.13.21.
5, H.E,Whitbread 1.13. 15. 12. H. Lloyd 1.16.47.
7. S. Burnett 1:13. R3. 13. E. Dawson 117, G5
8. F. Wheeler Y324, (s
Aggregate. 18 4, Retired:

W. Eastwood, R. Hinds,
Also finished: T. Anslow, A. Cookson.
10, J.:WVare 1.364 11,
11. F. Moehle 1436. 13,
Non-Starters: Non~-Starters:
G. Quick, A.L.Jones. W. Smith, E.Hough.

Open Hill-Climb, October 22nd.

b Our first open hill-climb, which attracted an entry of 54, was
held on Peaslow Hill, Chapel-en-le-frith, under cold but otherwise

satisfactory conditions. -
By using the entire length of the hill the course was made into

a mile, and this combined with the poor surface offered accounted for no

. less than 13 of the 50 starters.

Some brisk climbing was seen however, S.Parker's time of 7.23
stood for a considerable period until J.E.Carr of the Potteries knocked
20 seconds off it; then W.Booth the Peterloo man who had distinguished

i himself in Yorkshire the previous week-end created quite a sensation by
getting inside 7 minutes by four seconds. Not until the last rider,

k S. Livingston had arrived however was the issue decided. He is no
stranger to this course and proved his familiarity (and contempt) by
clocking the fastest time of 6.43.

The first team prize was annexed by the Peterloo C.C. with an
aggregate time of 21.56 as against the Manchester Wheelers' 22.24.
Leading times given by Mr.Pemberton and Mr.MacQueen were:-

1. S.Livinston, Dukinfield C.C. 6.43
2, W. Booth, Peterloo C.C. 6.46
3 J. E, Carr, Potteries C.C. Vs &
4, W, Critchley, Manchester Wheelers. Ts B
5, W. L. Kenyon, Peterloo C.C. 7.16
| T 6., S. Parker, Cheshire Roads. 7.23
7. C. Hassall, Derby Ivanhoe. 7.28 Z
8. C. C. Lamb, Manchester Wheelers. 7.30 ~

Fastest Wheeler: J.E.Forbes 8. O (18 th).

The B. A. R. Table. Full and Final details of the All-Rounder Contest
will appear in the next issue of the Journal.

Mr. E.Martin the acting captain has in‘his possession a subscription
list in connection with .the Bidlake Memorial Fund. Members who desire to
be included in the Club's general list @nd who cannot attend the next few
club-runs should send their donations to Mr.Martin endorsed "Bidlake
Memorial Fund".

C. HAINES.
Hon. Editor.
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Mins. Seos .
2 1 4[5

Ao Ae E. uhn-ton o .
. ithingbon 1rsse
% e 2 46 4/5
4. F. Har 2 49 1/5
Bl e xR anfield B.C. 2 51 4/5
% ©. 3. wurray M.ALCe A 3 - 1/5
By A Butterworth Manochester R.C. 3 11/5
5 (He Batty saddlewort Whlrs. 3 1 1/6
of ¢. Oakley Derby Lvanhoe 3 4 2[5
10. H. Price Peterioo C-C+ 3 5 2/5
31,5 he Orent Wi thington WnlTss 3 6 1/
12 (H. B Cotterill perby Lvanhoe 3 8 1/5
“i UV L Spences JM.A.Ce 3 8 1/5
14. C- Hassall perby Tvanho® 3 9
35. R. T Polkey " " 3 11 3/5
16, W, Werd stretford Whlrs. 3 13 1/5
17. He Lovett Nelson Whlrs: 3 14 1/6
e e - Worthen 1/or. Clarion 3 15 1/9
19, A. Smith Withington Whlrs. 3 15 3/%
20s F Merideth ancnester R:Cs 3 16 4/5
o). . Hunt Saddleworth Whlrs. ) 7
53, 3. Stewart M.AC I = 17 3/5
23. A Perrin Manchester Whlrs. & .
24, W Toughran Whlrs. ¥ FNTVC .
25. J le . e g
s

28. . K. Hammond 1
. C. Hulme or. Clari ' ;
29. (W. Coupe Potteries Cci0. M, 111 G4,
z1. W. Sa.\mderstt %Bgt%n R.Ce (| 2, Cudy i T Hold on &
S5, 8. P Depks er \ v,
2% . Jomes Dulinfield d.cf i LB Forig, oum, - Sunday Ootohoy 144
34, Fo Morris JfanchesteXr R.C 7 Aﬂu,rtm: MWLy, th,. 1936,
o¢. §. pilxingtor Pater1oo CaC: t & rang, ™ Wit Ao .
26, C. M. Copelen glarion C- 4 3 ,,:-Kem,a' Yorks b on
27, C. Riley peterloo C:Cd 7 & batty, J Withingpo:
26, 3. Gandy 1/ere 0 ari.of £ .0 T bdngbon jpeqy,
29. Ge memperbon 1 i 9 .7. As Alm' tury, arg,
20. L. We Gneckley pukinfield c 1o .5 ﬂmmd. Derby T 1d 0,0
a1, G« C- Tamb Manchester v . H, Wop:h' Warrin
42 . R. Sh mjor. Olari 12, o0y Davi hen, sultorg‘-m R0
. {r. C. Bailey crove Vhlrs 13, g. Toe, A8 an By .
AA- W Turnel forwich C.C L o Hasgaly, P°tto,1.fri
45. C» Broadbent ashton R.C 15, A L ey Vog, o ron 0,0,
26, F. Bulley Peterioo C ahy RS Vo hu“‘:;!‘ Derty 1 A0,
%o, . Treadgold Tmattache 17, Ring, e.s Morao, o,
48, R. Harvey Mancheste 18, . Ogden, %ok
7500 D wiphexdied a Craig T 19, Hulnme Balforg’
o, H. E. vloyld O hingte 5o D Richay Mons1ay X*.0r
51. W. Goxbon M.A.C. 21, + Applony, Wa g 0
o5, [ GiiE, Cxoek atoacnil &2 - No J Oraig oo 0
(L. Kelly et 5pe A P i Moolery
53. (F. Powel Geale VLR G Tempept, Ohaehtr o2 Rods:
55. D. Mogibbon Peterlc  22¢ B.D, Gorkhips Mangpo T2 Ronds
56. E cartwrig Ggrove ! 26, & P, °°tteh‘ "‘mclm"f"” e,
27, ¥. Musowsky Pplatt 57. o Trinber, ril, Wo, ores [ g
23.3 e fl;rm ’I:erby Imm of‘”‘:‘c
. L] . o 04 * Ay
Wi thington WheeleX s e e T 3"{," 2 4.0,
TN rbed, & § 3 P Buste o ik ManghasTion 0 & 4
. Derby Tvanhoe. _';3’: 7bs ,?:;w%!’ﬂl. z::tom.‘"ngfdn. 0,
¢ v C
 RTI. W EEen ot et
", Ealtard .

Signed.;

'Il:'ir:lg \|/1Vi§;]ington Wheelers
ish Sheets fro

and 1936. m19%
T'he photo shows shows
Jim Forbes with the

1935 winner Ernie Atherton
and Tommy Clare
who finished third.



€ he went to Monsall Head an
again ran second to Athertam
the Derby Ivanhoe hill climb
this time by only one second.

left) on Bearda Hill, 2
Bridge, Macclesfield came {

success. Jim beat Erni
Atherton byY/s of a second and
thus gained for th&Vithington
Wheelersi t 6 s very
win, meanwhile shattering
At hertonods hi
hill climbing recod.

But Jim wasnét finished and over to Gr
the local champion by three seconds by surmounting Nettleton Hill in recordTimaghoto
top right shows Jim with the John Bull Trophy for winning the Grimsby hill climb.

i msby

club to team victory, Alan Grant being fourth and the th
member Harry LloydJimForbe$ t of 2méns 4%/5secsin ! e o
our 1936 hill climbstood as théastest rideby a Withington DA TR o
Wheeler for over 50 years until it was beaten by Neil Byrne THE CA;I;?G'NS

1991 in a time of 2mins 36.4sed&therton was only third, the o SZ%'§SIP .
winner being Benny Clare of the North Manchester Harri 5 _
although amazingly the local press mastp get the WinnerGO o i ﬁmiyr the well-
wrong and reported Atherton the fastest in error (i;%hg%}&gb aih sids {he road-racing
Captai nbds Spasidgt i n@eﬁsnyérbirps%naw i e Yorkshize

405 secswhich created a new course record for the hiwactsst e 2

.8

el ' . Several of our ladsg, ceq Their Downfall
- competed in the Bradforc A PPROXIMATELY 900 yards lon, the
; i H gradient averages one 1n seyep,an
TN ABSUES SN, 4 Victoria, ngy Ivanhoe t,hlils pr%ve? thix c}g;g&% gfxttllllg. gprinters,
\ | . . ma 3 5 S
/w Catford | and Saddleworth climbs 2t A(t?e;tgi made the fastest ascent m%
ey Creling Club: | H .record time of 2min. 4lsec., but it was le b
W Ritioh ' but without success and ito J. E. Forbes, of the promoting club, to|
\X Sonsatt ; . furnish the surprise of the day by finish-|
T RO . e B remained for Jim to trave ing second, only two seconds in arrear.
' Fifty-eight succeeded in reaching the
RESULT OF down to the CatfordCC timekeeper, %V[’tt' b?ih 1‘7\3:1?%1‘11?2;1&1;1&«:
49nd ANNUAL HILL CLIMB Hill Climb (then the :rllmiss petitor being well
CHAMPIONSHIP of ENGLAND | unoficial national hfoact ‘
e ! . | ~ conditions were entirely
Yorks Hill, Ide Hill, Kent, Chamrs)’ on Adrian W Smith Parker, and-da(ti “{;’;
<Qctober 25th, 1936 M A bik last® o ‘Zﬁfel}( (Ii.(.aaA'le;mm"s
i g s w. ! :( E)l a y S0 n 0S I. m i'é@?y made t):ie:‘r’-e yecord between Lon-
. bOfFOW a blke and fInISh doélo agx%gﬂt‘;gpgﬁs.iést season the Road

ninth of 90 riders - |Recond Association has ever experionced
e . in its 50 years existence.
© gaining himself a s
certificate. The last climb of the season was the Whaley
Bridge event on Peaslows when Alan Grant was second
and Jim fourth. Holmes of massstrt racing fame won
thiseventand be&@| ar edés record.

Newport,
5 Dandalk Road,
Brockley, SE4.



- Open Hil _Climb. (Gctober2lst.

fhe second annual hill climb proved to be quite a success, a
:fairly representative entry of sixty-six being received for the event.
“The venue was sgain Peaslow, which seems to possess all the character-
istics necessary for a climb, but the length used was only 900 yards-
an amendment which appeared to be rather popular.

Better weather nttended the event this year, %ith the result
that the riders had n great following of spectators, the behaviour of
whom however, was far from from satisfactory- from the riders point of
view that is, as from the very nature of the event no trouble is
occasioned from the public.

£ Much interest wos aroused by the entry of E.W.Higgine, the
~w-British Bupire Sprint Chompion, but he nppeared to be under-geared and .
I finished fairly low. S.Livingston was from the start o hot favourite
| but had to be content with sccond plnce to A.A,Willimms of the Clarion
on early starter who rode splendidly and took 2mins. 52secs. to reach
the top. A.J,Carr who started no.2 on the card, rccorded n time of
2mins. 58sces. ~nd this stood o8 a2 sccond place peformance right up to
. thc end of the cvent when Livingston nrrived to chip off one second
~nd relegrte him to third place. Booth, who was sccond 1last year could
' only manage 3mins 6sccs. but had the consolation of forming the‘
» | Dukinfield trio vwho took first team ards with o2n aggregate time of
Omins, 1lsecs. The Derby Ivanhoe C. were second with
and the Manchester Whcelers third.
Only three of our men rode, cnd of thesc Jim Forbes sgain proved
to be our best climber with & time of 3mins. 26sccs.

¢
3
£
H
3

The reports from the 1934, 1935 and 1936 Withington Wheelers
Journals make interesting readin,

The full length of the hill was used in 1933 but in 1934 the traditional shorter
course was used, the full length of the hill would not be used again until the
Withington had the honour of organising the National Hill Climb in 1964.

In 1934 Stan Livingstone was beaten into second place by AA Williams

of the Clarion CC and then in 1935 AE Atherton over from Yorkshire took the
honours beating our own Jim Forbes by two seconds.

In 1936 the same three riders finished first, second and third but in a different
order. Unfortunately Jim was second again with first and third changing places,
Ernie Atherton taking third and the win going to Tommy Clare (he is given
different initials on the 1935 and 1936 finish sheets but it is the same chap!).

¥r. MacQueen and Nr. Pemberton were responsible for the timing
of the event and gave the following results:-
1.A.A,Willioms, Clarion C.C.
2.8.Livingston, Dukinficld.
3. .Carr, Altrincham R.C.C.
4. G.Murray, M.A.C.
5.E.Gorton, Msnchester Wheelers.
6.W.Booth, Dukinfield.
7.%,H.Gi1l, Dukinfield.
| 8. C.Hassall, Derby Ivanhoe.
b 9.J.E.Carr, Anfield B.C.
10.C, C. Lamb, Menchester Wheelers.
==0-=0~--0-—0-=

52.

57.1/5.

58,

58.1/5.

59.3/5. o
64

8.
8.4/5.

10.

03 03 63 03 G310 00 20 20 20
©

1935

Open Hill Climb, Octr. 20th, 1935.

A record entry of 75 for the event, a record time for the ascent,

a Withington Wheeler placed second in the finishing list, and the Club
first in the team race!l These were the outstanding features which
went to make up our third Open Hill Climb.

Saturday's torrential dowmpour gave place on the important day to
an icily biting wind, whose only saving grace was that it blew in the
same direction as the riders. This was undoubtedly the reason for
such brisk riding as was seen, and it soon became evident that record
must go. Clare of the North Manchester was the first man to lower the
figures with a snappy ride of 2. 46 4 5, followed almost immediately by
— Hart, Horwich C.C., with 2. 49 1/5. These two rides were good enough
to take precedence over all others right up to the last few minutes of-—
the event, when, after a tremendous effort which created a minor sensa-
tion, Jim Forbes arrived with a splendid time of 2.44.

Hardly had we finished congratuleting him, however, than Atherton,
the Yorkshire R.C's. crack Climber appeared - the last man on the card -
pedalling splendidly to cross the line in 2.41 4/5.

Backed by Alan Grant (3.6 1/5) end Smithy (35.15 3 5) Jim led our
¢lub to vietory with an sggregate of 9 mins. 6 secs., ating the Derby
Ivanhoe by 16 secs.

Mr. Pemberton and Mr. Haoqueen agein officiated and give us the
following leading times:-

1. A. E. Atherton

2. J. E. Forbes

Yorkshire R.C. 2. 41 4/6
Withiigton Wheelers 44

3. T. L. Clare N¥. M/er. C. & A.C. 2. 46 4/5
4. ¥, Hart Horwich C.C. 49 1/6
5. J. E. Carr Anfield B.C. 2, 51 4/b
6. C. J. Murray M.A.C. -1/
7. (¥. Butterworth Manchester R.C. 3 11/

(H. Batty Saddleworth Whlrs. 3 11/5

—VOL.TIT. Yo. 8.

[ITHINCTON
WHEELER S
JounNAL.

o

FIXTURES.
Novr. 15th  EDAIE - Greenl, . IBTON -
IE. vk DLE- ands Farm, CAST: N - Peveril o'th Peak.
™ 29th  RAINOW - Mrs. Tinsley, The Outpost. NORTH RODE -
Mrs. Muttall's, .
De(;r. 6th  SUTTON - Ryles Arms, Hollin Leme. msxmx'-u;::ognnzfm
T 15th  OAPTAIN'S KON - Meet as usual - 10 a.m.
s ggg ARBOUR IOW Tea Rooms.
& 27t CHESTER WEEK-END. Ileader - Mr. Wheeler.

OPEN HILL-CLIMB, Octr. 18th.

Each year has seen a slight incremse in the entry for
Hi11-Climb. This time we just equalled last year's ﬁrzuu'mgrolwn
;evmty-ﬁve riders wrote telling us of their intention to prove old
‘:;:crxéo:n the wi-ong. g them were to be found last year's winmer,
prseids Ji'.mm 0ld rivels, the Derby Ivanhoe, and, of course, our own

Oonditions were not nearly so severe as last year, and with
& good wind blowing up the hill a
fid0os M & up someé good olimbing seemed to be

Oakley, of the Derby, was one of the first to get within strik
ing distence of the course record with 3. s % i
Korshaw'!s even better 2.47. Sy Dillowey mos alees ¥

Atherton, who has made a name for himself in this specialise
phase of the game, was another early starter. Although h£ ta?le: %o
touch his last year's figures, he msnaged to record a time good enough
to place him at the hoad of affeirs for most of the event, until B, A.
Clare, of the North Manchester, brother of a former prizewinner, passed
over the tape looking remarkably comfortable, to depose the Yorkshire-
man and oreate a new course record with an excellent olimb of 2.4 i.

Then oesme Jim, and as he approached the summit our
oscillated teverishlg' between the watoh and his bobbing ng;:. Two=
thirty, and here he comes ... Thirty-five, and almost there ...
;g::y;a:‘;zdtg;r:hs:aiigti wl';el, but nol Nearly two more seconds have
a 6@ finger before he to
time gilv‘:a him a worthy seoondsglaoa. uotios’Ahe’ taye, mg h1s
anwhile, Alan retumed a considerabl roved ti &
for fourth place, and these two times, along uyrl.thnpﬂarry'u ?13‘;5355
us first team medels for the second year. The Derby Ivenhoe were as
oonsistent as ever and again rode into second place.
Thus, by a remarkable oamnocidence, the names of the pri
(in aifferent order) and the winni a S e
identical with last year's rosult.ns weaEBi{ I b Bunooedez) Vess
Vice-Prosident Barlow "sent them off"™ and Mr. MaocQueen (ha
soull) timed them in. Togather they comspire 0 ELve ng thess. fobel
North Mabohostor H.5 4.0, & Boaol 000 deteile.
Withington Wheelers 2.413
Yorkshire R.C. 2.422 5

4. A. Grent Withington 5

5. J. Kershaw Ol ahans Gonbumy. LoT 27 2%
6. H, Batty Dukinfield 2.48

7. C. Oskley Dexrby Ivanhoe 2,49

8. W. A, Almond Warrington R.C. 2.50

9. J. 7. 3mith Selford R.0. 2.53

10, F. H. Worthen M/o. Clarion 2.55

11, J, J. Davies Potteries C.C. 2.56
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The club really went to town in 1937, everybody putting in bags of collective training. As a
result there was quite a scrap between the junior members to fill the third place in our team.
Alan Grant was now ousting Jim but whaex as long as the club was at the top first? In our
own climb Alan Grant was second to Jack Holmes whosas35'/s secshroke his own course
record. Hbmes was supported by Jack Fancourt and Joe Aspinall for the Yorkshire RC to take
first team awardyhile Alan Grant, Jim Forbes and Tommy Frith took the second team honours.
In the Bradford Victoria event Alan was third, Jim was sixth and Ken Perrins made up a trio
which took second team honours.

Alan won the Derby Ivanhoe event with Alan Bates fétid Jim ninth, these three taking first

team award. On the Saddleworth slippery slopes we again won the team race, Grant being
second and well backed by Jim and Kent. Interesting point was that out of 63 starters only 9
managed to keep contact with theiachines to the summit! In the final event of the year, the
Eagle RC climb up Bearda, Alan Grant was second and with Alan Bates and Tom Frith the club
took second team award, earning our fourth set of team medals.

In 1938 we contestedh all, eight climbs including a memorable trip to the Catford. Taking
our Open first, a point most worthy of note was the full start card of 100 names. Harry Batty
of the Dukinfield was fasté#n 2mins47secs Alan Grantin secondplaceonly %/s of a second
slower andlim fourthin 2mins 50secs Alan Bates now improving steadily recordedi3s

02%/5 secsand these three easily took first place in the team race. In the Potteries event Alan
Grant was fourth, Frank Stanfield fifth and Jim, riding all the way with ab#iak tyre, was

sixth. At Monsall, in the Derby Ivanhoe, Alan Bates also rode the whole distance on a flat.




The 1937, 1938 and 1939 Withington Wheelers Journals

_ 1931
Open Hill Climb,

48 most of you are aware, our hill ¢limb, the
fifth of the series, duly book Place on the appointed
daté up the slopes of Peaslow, At least three reo-
cords were broken, Tirst the entry, which reached the
Tine totel of 85, secondly the weather, which for
2 change was ideal, amd thirdly the winning time.

Our friends of the Y.R.C. aarriod off the plums,
J. Holmes showing & clean pair of heels, or was it gome
other pavt of his anatomy, to the rest of thc Tield,
and assisted by J. Aspinell and J. Fancourt headed the
teem 1ist; aiihouph we had some cause for cclebration
in the fact that Allan Grant made second fastest esee” Y -
wel) ridden sirel - and with the ald of Fom Frith and,
Jim Forbes filled the role of second team.

Celled o London - to combrol or mot to control -
V. P. Barlow was absent from the foot of the hill end
Arnold Smith, looking for all the world like m Kew TA"
watch-holder, deputised, carrying out his job in manner
born. At the top your humble servant, assisted by -
Ir. Editor and Harry, recorded the tickings of re-
lentless time.

A1l went well, 70 of the 80 starters kept their
appolntmerts, but amongst those who failed dishonourable
mentlon mst be m-1e of Fred, who, alter officiating ag
supporter-in-ehic? %o =11 the etarters, found he was
unable to gupport himeself.

Bub ell this was tut a breluds to the celebration
at the "Jolly carber.v Hundreds, or at least so it
seemed, managed to squessze inside Those hogpitadble
portals whare the Y.R.0. boys commenced %o make thingg
hum, Musie hath charms, someona onee gaid, but those
words would never have been spoken had the someone been
thers that day. Whether it was the mere cxuberance of
youth or mllk T-i: the brown cow T know not; perhaps

Harry will be aule to %¢11 us. —~

R.Meq. ‘

1938

Alan's efforts i Fromoting the Club's
Open Hill-Clinb were amply rewaprded this year,
for the event sgain received & rscord entry, and
when wo cpened the start-cards we crowed with
Gel. t Lo goe & hundred names adorning the list.

Hitherto we have inveriably had clear bub
bitterly cold weather; this year it was much
werner, but heavy rain feli before snd during
most of the event, and & wind blowing down bhe
hill made climbing s Aifficult task,

Jack Holmes' courss record therefore ssemed
in no danger, and ao it proved, rides inside
three minutes being quite rare. One ef these
wag by Brown of the Zury, whoze 2.49 5/5 was
best for some time. Then Babby of the Dukin-
field, who has always f: shed high in cur event,
deposed him with a fine vide of 2,47, and this
remained unbeaten vight to the end, desplite
staunch efforts from 4lan - 2/5 second boo slow -
and Jim, whose 2,50 saTned him fouprbh prize.

Thus, with second and fourth plates, the Club
had the foundation of 1 good team. Treasurer
Bates ald the trick with 3.2 2/5, and thiz guve ue
Tirst place in the Team race, with sn aggregate
of 8.59 4/5 ngalngt bhe Dukinfield's S.51 4/5,

Of the 100 who entered, only 89 started, anad
70 of these reachcd the TOp .

A, Smith and R. MacQueen timed,

1. H. Batby Dukinfisld ¢.C. 2.47
2. - Grant Withington W. 2.47 2/5
Be + Drown Bury A.C. 2.49 3/5
4. 7. Forbes ¥ithington w. 2,50
5.  H. Price Peterloo C,.0. 2.54 1/5
G. * F. H. Worthen WM/er. Clarion 2.55

7.  Ae Barker Warrington R.C. 2.56 1/5
8. F. Appleby Manchesber R.d. .57 5/5
9. A, Feawing Bury A.G. 2.58

JOURNAL \\on

CHURCH MINSHULL - Vernon's.
SPROSTON GREBEN - Geel's.
19. WILDBOARGLOUGH - Clough House
26. CHELFORD - Egerton Arms.
Deer. 3. GAWSNORTH - Nubtall's - Ivy Cottage.
10. SUTTON - Ryle's Arms.
19. BSIDDINGTON - Wood'a Farm,

Our Felicitationa to Bill Hall, now with the
R.A.F., upon hls recent marriage.

Open_ 411 Clinb.

Any apprehension we might have felt about the
running of our Open Hill Climb during a period of .
War was rapidly disps}tled when we found that 86
would~be hill-climbers had responded to the ifnvibta-
tlon., Nor was the field in any way inferfor to
those of former years, Babty, lagh yeer's winner,
Jagk Holmes and his nsual strong following of
Y.R.C. boye, and Postlethwaite, Mustill and Barker,
Alan and Jim, all gave promise of a elose, keen
affair.

As Timekesper Clerk at the top I found ths
weather if not pleasant, at least quite bearable.
For the riders it was simply punishing, a hard
perzistent wind that made every upward effort
a feat, Snall wonder that times were So slow and
non~finishers so numerous.

AL varying times during the event the issue
awayad between Alan, Batty, Poatlebhwaitoe and
Worthen, but Holmes was & late starser snd atill
had to Da contended with. Ones meres, with his
usval masgterly action, he mounted thia nevor
friendly hill of ours and hurled himsslf ower the
line with the best time of tha aay - 3,2 3/5,

Some indication of condibions may be drawn from Lhe
fact thet record for the Hill - by Holmes - is
2,36, Fred Worthen upheld local honour end caused
a wild surprige with 3.7 1/5 for second place, just
pipping the Sheffisld flyer Postlothmaite by one-
Lifth, Because of the high ontry, the prize list
{originally on the cautlous slde) hed been extended
to four "places" ans Batty of the Dukinfield
annexed fhe last individual award from, Alan of ours.

Yorkshire, who had fielded nine finishers,
wers easy wimmers of ths Tefm race, Henderson in
6th place and Happiebeck in Sth forming a compaect
teem, with an aguremste of 9,38 3/5. Dukinfiold
were second with 10.8 3/5 and we wepe btnlrd.

' Bomebedy whlspered later that this is tne
firab time in 4 years that the Clud haa not
particlpated in ita own prize list, I my memory
gerved me right it iz also the first time in that
period that sither Alan or Jim has cons away ewphy
handed., (8till there's always a next yoarl)

After the event, the "Iclly Garter" wue
besioged with the usual ravenous hordos and 8oon
the spectators' own annual affair - the "3ing-Song" -
was pouring forth in all its unvestrained vigour.

S0 erded amuther successful event and another
happy day in the Clublz 1ire,

Priend Tom White and V.P. MacQueen
timed the svent. Here are the detajls:-

1. J. Holmes Yorkehire R.G. 3.2 5/5
2. F. H. Worthen M/er, Clarion 3.7 1/5
3. G. Postlethwaite Sheffield Phoenix 5. 7 2/
4. U, Batty Dukinfield G.0. 3.9 35
5. A, Grant Withington Whire. 3,13 1/5
6. L. Henderson Yorks. R.C, 5.14  4/5
7. A. Barker Warrington R.C. 3.18

8. J. Mapplsbeck Yorks. R.C. 3,22 15

9. F. Gratton

Apollo Wheelera B.280 2/5
lo. W, W, gill

Dukinfield G.C. 3.22

J. B. Forbes 3.38 4/5, T. Felth 3,50,
J. B. Smith 4.10 4/5, A, J. Pennill 4.39,
F. 8. Heoley 6.8 3/5.




And thenlater in 1938ame the mass assault on the Catford. Ten of our lads set fourth in two
big Austinsi seven to ride, accompanied by Charlie Haines, Freddy Wheeler and Walt Massey
who went along to hurl encouragement. Admittedly we took no premier awards, But Alan
Grant was seventh wittmfins 24/s secs Jim Forbes2mins 36'/5 secs(18") and Bertie Buon

2mins 38Ys secs(24™M) taking third team place. Alan Bates dighias40s, Ken Perrins gins

51s, Maurice Laverick iinsO6sand Tommy Frith 81ins19s. Only the two Aans stayed with

their machines in the Saddleworth and in the Eagle, Alan Batethehsst of our lads being
fourth and with Alan Grant and JiRorbestook second team. In the Rossendale, another freak
hill, we were again second team, Alan Grant aysagtfor second place. Noteworthy, was the
Walton climb with fiveof the club in tle first nine. Grant tied for third place, Bates fifth and
Bert Burton (&) at last achieved his aim of earning a first team medal.

Come 1939 and the black hand of war. But to the minds of our grimpeurs there sprand a larger
tragedyi not one prize didve take in hill climbs. Many events were cancelled but our own
promotion received a fine entry of 86. The day was hard and times were slow, our old friend
Jack HolmegYorks RC)doing the trick with &ins02s. Harold Wortherof the Clarion was
second with Biins07Y/s secsbeating Postlethwaite of the Sheffield PhoeniX/bgecond. The
Yorkshire Roads took

the team award
followed by the
Dukinfield CC with us

in third position Alan

Grant was fifth 11
seconds behind the
winner, in 3mins 135
secsAlanwas alsdifth

in the Walton Paragon

with 2mins 04s, our

only other riders being

Ken Perring 2mins 19s

and BertBurton 2mins

20s.

In 1940 the winner was
Harold Worthen with
3mins 08%s secsput up
on a bad day and
beating Postlethwaite,
3mins 12%/5 secs and
Batty 3mins 15Y5 secs
The Clarion beat the
Duky by ten seconds in
the team race. Our only
two entrants in a field of
42 were Ken Perrins
and Arnold Pennill who
were both DNS.







Post War Years The Forties andFifties

Five yeas passed by with most of the lads in the services. Four of our best did not return and

all four are remembered on the Withington Wheelers Memorial Trophth té resumption

of Club life it wasalsodecided to award hill climb shieldin honour and memory of Tommy

Frith, the only hiliclimber who gave his life, to the winning team of the Open promaotion. In
1946 the ATom Frith Memori al trophyo was wc
Mitchell of the South Lancs RC made fastestetiof 42 entrantslhe best placed of our riders

was Lance Tulip in a time of 3mins #45secs. Only two Withys rode that day, the other was

JB Smith who recorded 3.93secs.

Then 1947 and start of the Clarion avalanche. First thregqmsswere take by Dick Woore,

Don Nield and Harold Worthen in that order. The same three Clarion riders again saved our
officials a lot of trouble in fading the first team in both 1948 and 1949The total entry for

the 1947 hill climb was 50, onlytwo ofoursro@en d t he WW Journal st ate
fentries totalled 50, we would have | iked a
Jolly Carter overflowed with Jolly Cyclists with mine host in his glory, if it were only for the
annual welcome the Hill Climb euld go even with no entries. Our sincere congratulations to
the Manchester Clarioneéée

D Woore Manchester Clarion 2.44%/s

D Nield Manchester Clarion 2.48%s

FH Worthen Manchester Clarion 2.49%/s

Our own event resulted in a win for FStan)Heeley(actual 1¥) with Eric Moore second. We
unreservedly withdraw all we have ever written with regard to the cycling abilities of Stan, we
bow our heads in shame, we bite the dust at

In 1948 Dick Woore finished second in the National Hill Cli@isampionship on Lansdowne

Lane, Weston, Bath. The winner was Vic Clarke in 3.42 who won the event in 1946, 1947

and 1948. Dick Wooredbs time was 3.47.2 with
The hill is 1,157 yards with an average gradient of 1 in 7.9. Stekpest Dick then

brought his Manchester Clarion team over to Peaslows.

1948saw our tenth hill climb promotion and tiéithington Wheelers Journal records;
fié¢. Manchest ers, 2934 4" 68and & and rhasydthet placésa truly
remarkable effort. Entry was not up to prsar standard and the total of 53 was not
particularly encouraging. However from a sp
usual howling success, the club turnout was also very good even if a certhmegéer did
come out on the bus. The leaders;

D Woore Manchester Clarion 2.353%s

FH Worthen Manchester Clarion 2.37%/s

D Nield Manchester Clarion 2.43Y/s

The Withington riders were;

J Forbes Withington Wheelers3.07/s

L Tulip Withington Wheelers3.09%/s

R Leaver Withington Wheelers3.28%/5

H Stevens  Withington Wheelers3.43%/s

1949and Manchester Clarion recorded their third consecutive victory for the Tom Frith
Shield bel ow is the Withington Wheelers Journal



o S

. their third successive victory for the Tom Prith
M-IIM Mr, & Mrs, B, Cavanagh Memorial Trophy, After offering our congratulations %o
New  Member: o0, Bonnett st Ard:ﬁick’ M/e 12 this team of experts, how about a team to beat them in
s ivesy 2 2 < 19507 Our hopes this year were centred around T,ance,
" Bill and Jim, Unfortunately Lance was unable to ride
PI.'O pacd Hew Memﬁ:rs;ubert Eccles, owing to a cold, Bill was short of training ow to
1 . =

S : 5 overtime and Jim muttered. something about

. 29, Bramﬁi“ R}(;?g.aﬁo;ﬁ}ce}{iﬂlowfleld, /g Dominc,"’ Someone ought to tell Nan! With

(o 18 Newstead'Averme, withir’lgton, M/c 20, absence, (Kavl nobly fad edy o cesmletoione 4
’

< ’
Steve and Ken found.the flesh too weak and were

iffi ri to dismount
ub inner, some difficulty has arisen over the 0 dlismoun . e S i .
g%iginal venue for the Club Dinner, However, the sub- S flilollgi?br;irgfagtm}n”zgme, a@c_. Phc ev
committe are now working overtime and I understand that ¢ o %53‘4': *thmXAJ 5 e J%k‘{'« P({Cfmt? 12{1.
a new venue has been provisionally booked for Jamuary ] fl};?i) :u"tMg f.r'h'].d*‘rr t}L: OI‘,:;;.D& ion
21st, As soon as details &c, are available, tickets & rthur jood: ITo olding the watches; and

TV
ent, Harold Worthern said that his gre
second ascent of:.Peaselows - on the pi

's power bike! As express:messenger betwee
the bottom of the course, Adrian rode with

will be printed and distributed,

E phies. We are plessed to announce that a new trophy
ﬁg been presented to the club by Bert Jenkinson, to be
awarded annually, Bert has nod yet dccided what the

s greet skill and determination, providing up-’co-ﬂ:‘:‘ﬁe
winner must do to earn SEE pmatd ?inishing times .at the Star‘b,’ a point greatly apprees~
3 i iated he later starters,
i uiries are now afoot for a Scout Hut in iated by the LR 5 ; 7 3
)‘371,“—-—'— I«P,a;;‘"’mé siﬁin%sr endeavour having been made in : So until we agein hear 'ghg cries ofiUP! UP!
: ?allowf{eld but availability being at a prohibitive cost UP! here sre the leading times for inspiration:
Change of Address, _ Mr, Eric Martin, 0/0 PO Box 6654 ; 11), HNivfrliine-l Mer, Clarion. % T 45 1/6
eritzerg, i P, H, Worthen, - - B
Pietermaritcerg, Natel, 5. g 4 R, Woore, - g - 57 3/

. & Mrs, Maurice Taverick send their thanks for their 2 5230
gzlightful wedding present, OQur own riders:

16th, J., E, Forbes, 3 .= 29
20th, R, Gray. 3 - 24 4/5
32nd, K, Jord:zg, i - 35 2;;
i of all the events each year, the #oth, J, Kennedy, F 5,
%g%ln }I{JJE[,ZClgimIlb]ﬂst probably closest to our hearts, being g i : e
truly a "Jolly" occasion, Instead of the usual gales, .:Lst. Clcc«m: mc{f; Clarion - £ 2:), 4/5
this year the sun shone, and a warm 1l;r(eief;e ¥§Sh$p¥§g01z£ed 2nd, Team: Bolton - - 29
=5 riders, TH a o fi, is E € o :
3{;1%1; thee;g:ggeg‘f Pirst magyup inside Ft;hree mins, Entries: 63; Starters: 46;  Finishers: Az s 2
P, H, Worthen, last year's runner-up, with 2,53, : The (lub (Private) Hill (limb was incorporat
;;ﬁﬂm R fVcore, first last year, took 2,57, the result ed in the Open cvent, and as.the result shows, Jim
was ’cal.cing shape. Then D, Nield came up in 2,45, which scored a resounding win, - H.B

proved the best of the day, and gave the M/e, Clarion

——

1950saw a disappointingénr y of onl y 4DA cikg rWonopreeu rdsi od bnuott e
unable to find any of his previousyé&r f or mo . Eric Higgins of Wh
beaten Harold Worthen by 6 seconds in the National Hill Chmdbwe were &ket for a fine

trial of strength. On Peaslows Worthen got his revengés by a sondbut neither could

beat Den Nield who finished with 2.50 dead. Of our own riders, Roy Isherwood failed to start

and it was left to Jack Kennedy to beat Brian Pliimell5 seconds to take the fastest Withy

honour.

The Jour nal r e ¢ o r(Rbos MdQ@eenand Arthar iVkosl, thie old aktatime

honoured combination of clock watchers, who regdrie following leading times;

D Nield Manchester Clarion 2.50

FH Worthen Manchester Clarion 2.52%/s

E Higgins  Whitworth Wheelers2.52%/s

V Clark Coventry CC 2.553s

W Consterdine Bolton Clarion 3.04%/50

By 1951Dick Woore had joined the Withington Wheelers and a total of six Widoed the
timekeepers Arthur Wood and Arnold Pennill. J Kennedy, AR Isherwood, Jim Forbes, Stan
Foster, Dick Woore and Lance Tulip werer Six.

The Withy Journal records;

AnoOf our boys, our chief hope for ihsdi vidual
2.4435 though a little disappointing to him, was good enough to place him sixth. Jim

(Forbes) came up with 2.5%s and was quite pleased with himsethile Roy (Isherwood)

filled third place in the team with a time 2 seconds slower than JimceL@ulip) had a

pulled muscle and was unable to start.

The winner was HJ Hardcastle of Abbotsford Park in 2.30 dédas.was a new record for

the hildl and it wouldndét be beaten for six vy



The contest for team honours was hard fought and our bogsfagest of the local clubs and

achieved their ambition in besting our friendly rivals, the Manchester Clarion, only to be

pushed into third place by two young clubs, Birdwell Wheelers and Wallasey Silverdale.

1952. AThis was a pcldua aftara dap of mgnp yearsdweerg f or t h
once again able to put up on the finishing b
our own Open Hill Climb. The event has always happy associations for the club and the

desire to hold the Tommy Frith Memal Shield is one which has for some years occupied a
sentimental place high in our affections

Our own interest in the individual contest was centered on Dick Woore, a past winner of the

event, and when he came in with 3.25 it was good enough for splemad but following

almost on his heels came Carr of the Apwvith 3.23 and later the last man on the cdest

years winner Harry Hardcastle of the Abbotsfodoustled over the line with a 3.22 to

push Dick back into fourth.

Di c k6s dinswagspoa livaedt anapid totting up of the figures by Arnold (Pennill)

and we were able to tell him that he had led Roy Isherwoddif1242%/s) and Ken

Adshead (18in 3.44%s)toawelle ar ned and very welcome victor

In 1953the Withington ran out second best to team winners Janus RC who placed riders in
first and second places to take the Tommy Frith Shield.

RR Booth  Janus RC 2.45.2
R Carr Janus RC 2.48.4
J Gozzard Mansfield Aces 2.51.8
A Pearson Mansfield Aces 2.54.8

Ours were as follows;

AR IsherwoodVithington Wheelers2.59.2
D Waterworth Withington Wheeler3.00.0
ADi ck Woore struck

1954 an entry of 47 with 42 starters

For the first time a handicap award wassoduced, donated by Jim Forbes, it turned out to be
a difficult task as eighty per cent of the riders were handicapped on their 25 times.

Roy Carr (Janus RC) was fastest in 2.35.20, Mansfield Aces took the Tom Frith team award
and of our own there wethree finishers;

Roy Isherwood 2.54.2 Rod Slater3.25.2 Bryan Purcell3.30.8

an off day and finished w

OPEN HILL CLIMB, OCTOBER 10TH:

A bright morning and a light following wind, plus the
hospitality of the Jolly Carter Inn, set the scene for this
year's Climb, with forty two competitors (from a total entry
of forty seven .,. ten more than last year) prepared to essay
the 930 yards of Ieaslows agony 'twixt the watches of srthur
Wood and Ron MacQueen.

All the potential fast men had been placed at the tail
of the field and, though a few of the early ones managed to
break three minutes, it was not until number thirty seven
(friend Alan Wheater of the Royal Oak) that the first
reasonably fast time was produced. Only four were to beat
his 2.46-8, and they the last quartet on the start sheet.

The climax was an excellent 2.35-2 from Roy Carr (third
in 1952, second in 1953 !} which proved a full five seconds
faster than the next best. Roy stated afterwards he had been
erroneously informed that two of his team mates had clocked
good times, and that he had tried all he knew to retain the
Team Shield for the Janus Road Club. Obviously a very
successful example of applied psychology !

There was, in fact, little doubt about the destination
of the Tom Frith trophy, the Mansfield Aces (with three men in
the first six) winning comfortably from ianchester Velo and

ensuring that another new name and badge shall go on the Shield.

Of our own, Roy Isherwood - though suffering from the
effects of a heavy cold - did a creditable ride for eleventh
position, and we were glad to see Brian Purcell having another
'go' in competition after three years in the R.4.F.

The innovation of the event was, of course, the handicap
competition for the prizes so generously donated by Jim Forbes.
Circumstances neccessitated that over eighty per cent of the
entrants had to be assessed on "25" times only, but - in the
main - the allowances worked out fairly well despite the easy
conditions which naturally favoured the longmarkers. Best of
tl.ose who really beat the Handicapper were J,C.Lord of
Manchester Clarion (previous best 1-7-41) and J.Burgess of
Manchester Velo, who dead-heated for the two awards,

The main features of ti.c result sheet are as follows:

Pos. Actual Heap Nett ;g:s’
1 Janus Road Club 2 35 2 SCR 2 35:2 13
2 Sheffield Highgate - % 40-2. 6 2 34-2 11
3 Man 1d Ac c 2 44-8 1 2438 30
4 Mansfield aces CC 2 45-0 3 2 42-0 26
5 K.A, Wheater Royal Ozk Road Club 2 46-8 18 2 28-8 5
6 A Pearson Mansfield ices CC 2 47-2 7 2 40-2 22
11 &R, Isherwood Withington Wheelers 2 54-2 11 2 43-2 29
13+ J. Burgess Manchester Velo RC 2 56-0 35 2 21-0 1
14 J.C.Lord Manchester Clarion 2:'57-0 36 2 21-0 1
36 R.E.Y.Siater Withington Vheelers 3 25-2 44 2 41-2 24
37 - B.E.Purcell Withington Wneelers 3 30-8 48 2 42-8 28
Team: Mansfield Aces (Hardwick, Gozzard, Pearson) 8m 17-0s

4] finished:
Handicapper: A.J.Pennill

47 entered: 42 started:
Timekeepers: R.MacQueen & A.C.Wood



195% .

A good entry of 77 and an afternoon event for the first time.
Eric Wilson (Rossendale RC), who would win the National Championships later in the
month, nearlyblbe t he hill recordeécéé

I SR
Lta a

OPEN HILL CLIMB, OCTOBER 9TH::

Held for the first time as_an afternoon event, we were
pleased to note a good entry of seventy seven, with the
prospect of some keen competition for both individual and team
awards. Also, once more, there was the added interest in the
handicaps for which the prizes had been donated by Jim Forbes.

e were blessed with some good weather which was reflected
in a good turn out, and we were glad to renew acquaintance with
some members we had not seen for a long time. Though the petrol
expenditure must have been colossal it is rumoured that four or
five made their way out on bicycles.

Conditions for the riders were as good as could be

expected, and it was not surprising that scratch man Eric
Wilson (later in the month to become Naticnal Champion) of
Rossendale Road Club came very close to course record in setting
up the fastest time, It is perhaps a little sad to see our old
friends ousted from the prize lists, but variety is the spice of
1life and no doubt they will be keen to get their revenges in
next year's event. ind the Tom Frith Shield, with the engraving
space already half used up, is now sporting quite a fine
collection of club badges == Altrincham Ravens, Manchester
Clarion; Birdwell Vheelers, Withington theelers, Janus Road Club,
Mansfield Aces, with the Rossendale still to be added.

As usual, Arthur Vood and Mac officiated with the watches
and reported the following leading times:=

&5 : Hep

Pos dctual Hep Nett pos
1 E. Wilson Rossendale RC 2 31.6 Ser 2 31,6 21

2 W. Bradley Southport RCC 2 33,0 102 0" ~&

3 P.J.Graham West Pennine RC 2 3.6 10 2 24,6 4

4 D, Wilson Sheffield Highgate 2 37,6 9 2 24,6 12

$ J. Gozzard Mensfield aces CC 23.0 15296.0 @

&- R, Caxr Janus Road Club 2 40,4 6 2 35,4 27

45 K. Richardson Manchester 4 & CC 3%, 2807228, 277 1
57 A, Godfrey Withington Ths 333,8 26 3 07,8 &6

1 Rossendale RC (Wilson, Simcock, Kershaw) 8 05
2 TWest Pennine RC (Graham, Holland, Martin) 8 05,
3 Mansfield aces(Gozzard, Pearson, Hardwick) 8 14

77 entered: 64 started: 59 finished:
Timekeepers: R.MacQueen & A.C.Wood Handicapper: a,J.Pemnill



1956Team Wi nners ar e

Sheffield Highgate

Bill Bradley who clocked the exact same time as Eric in 198531.6

OPEN HILL CLIMB, OCTOBER 7TH:

Three = two = one - GO ! and Ken Ad~head set the ball
rolling in this year's cvent which carried a most attractive
prize list ... due mainly to generous offers from Harry Wilson
and two fairly anonymous Vice-Presidents.

First man of a very encouraging entry of sixty nine,

Ken's 3=30 didn't tell us much as we didn't know how fit he was,
but the next man up = Jack Woodward of the Clarion - showed with
his 2-56 that there was a fairly steady 'draught' in the riders'
favour, This was confirmed when No, 9 = J.Keith of Middleton =

arrived with a 2-43; and Messrs Forbes and Bates held a hurried
consultation ! A4nother steady ride of 2-48 by J.H,Tattersall of
Rossendale was good enough to give him the Pirst Handicap award.

The next highlight followed some nine minutes later when

J.K.Taylor of West Pennine hove into view complete with *barrow'.

As onme wag in the 'gallery' was heard to remark - "No matter how
slow you go on one of those, you can't fall off !" Then Enas
Batty - a little bit more shiny on top, maybe = but still as
game as ever; his conquests of Peaslows well into double
figures now. A good effort of 2-53 from Dennis Beckett of the
Clarion broke up a run of outside-three-minutes rides; it was
very gratifying to see so many Clarion entries and quite
reminiscent of the post-war years when they were undisputed
‘masters® in the anti-gravity world.

Charlie Clarke of Westwood scrambled over the line in
2-48, to be followed in a more sedate manner by 'new boy' John

Charlie Clarke of Westwood scrambled over the line in
2-48, to be followed in a more sedate manner by 'new boy' John
BEntwistle of Burnley --- sedate, maybe, but swift too, and his
2-33 was the first beating of J.Keith's ride fifty minutes
before and netted him Third Fastest and Second Handicap prizes.

Then came the rest of the 'fast men' === 2-35 fram
Uranville Olive, Tniversit; C.C; 2-41 from a twics previous
winner Roger Booth, Jemus; 2=36 from Nemmis Wilson, Sheffield

Highgate; and so down to Bill Bradley's 2-31-6 which was
exactly the same as last year's winning time, 4nd then ceame
National Champion Eric Wilscn and, as he approached the last
"hump ' before the finish, it seemed that he would just manage it
but the little extra was not there and a new name was added to
the list of winners.

When all was checked and sorted out we found that the
Rossendale emerged as comparatively easy Team winnews from
Sheffield Highgate, with Clarion third and West Pennine (who
'1ost' one of their mainstays somewnere between arthur Wood and
Mac) fourth.

and | a

1957 é and

the record goes.
Sunday October's a fresh followingvi nd up the hill and the WW
AAnd then the master! No finfadtnaapparent effortias h, no

all! Just a smooth, roelkke approach to the line, the hallmark of a perfectly judged effort

from a boy who hadhe ability and confidence to ride the hill his own way, putting in the

effort where it reall counted and showing the temperament that has since brought him the
National title. Bill Bradley did not start but | rather think that Bill himself would haveegra
doubts as to his ability to better this performance.

So hats off to Eric Wilson for a brilliant ride of 2.23.8 as he dismawsttsinduly distressed,

but to be congratulated by Harry Hardcastle whose hill record he had slashed by six seconds,

and by Rogr Booth who had been toppled into second place by a record margin of thirteen
seconds

1958and Pete Graham records the first of his &ins

(one of last years's handicap winners) though not quite good
enough to put him amongst the handicap awards again was,
nevertheless, the fastest time to date and destined to be
beaten only four times. The first of the 'big guns', Barry
Clegg of Rossendale, could not quite mamage it and expressed
disappointment at his 2-46.4, and it was Don Wilson who
toppled the Stretford Wheeler from his position at the head of
affairs, the Shoffield Highgate man's time being 2-42:2., as I
helped him off his bike I remarked that his ride was four

* OPEN HILL CLIMB: These must surely have been the worst

. conditions for the past twelve years but, cf
course, I am open to correcticn on this point. There must have
been harder days, much harder, but not the cold and wet with
which the twenty four starters had to contend on Sunday,
October 5th., 1958. The finishing sheet compliments them cn
starting - they should also be applauded for turning out at

all, for once having reached the start they would surely ride
to make the journey out and home again worth while !

First man up was J.Haddock of Warrington Roads, whose
3«17, though not very revealing, was sufficient to tell the few
hardy spectators at the finish that the wind was favourable and
that under-three-minutes rides would be the order of the day
rather than the exception, Thé first of these came from the
third men up, K.Bracegirdle of Stretford Wheelers, and his
2=53,2 was good enouth to earn second-handicap prize,

inother two three-minutesslus rides and then a spell of
three riders in twelve minutes to confirm the foul conditions
and allow Mac to partoke of the cup that cheers., The monotony
was broken by the spectacle of Ray Jones of Notts Olympic
breathing up back of J,W.Simpscn to earn himself first-
handicap =

seconds faster than the previocus best and might very well "do
it", to which he replied = "not with Graham and Wilson still to
come",

He had epparently forgotten his minute man, and Roger
Booth stormed over the line with a 2-38,6 and a "come back'
victory after two previous wins (ih 1952 and 1953) seemed a
distinct possibility, However, we did not have long for con=
jecture as Pip Graham fought his way over the line just one
Pifth of a second faster and now the issue changed once more,
Was this a winning effort or had the maestro something up his
sleeve ? Could he do it and become the first to record a
treble in our event ? It certainly seemed sc as he came into
view and approached the final stretch. A4t the 'bonk' some
P£ifty yards frcm the line he was running neck-and-rieck with
Booth and Graham, and we watched those all important seccnds
ticking by cn Mac's watch, Thirty four, thirty five, thirty
six === will he do it ? Thirty seven = no, he can't, Thirty
eight and he's over the line in 2-39 as we breath again and
acclaim Peter Graham as the winner,

Hats off to both these boys who, less then two hours
previously, had finished in the same positions in the B.L.R.C.
Championship on Mem Nick and were destined to finish first and
second in the R,T,T.C. National Championship three weeks later,

and if, as you were returning home, you had some doubts
as to whether it was worth turning out on such a terrible day,
we hope you soon dispelled them, TFor, after all, twenty four
lads thought it was worth it and gave of their best, despite
the conditions, So, who are we to argue ? e



1959and Pete Gahamdés second winéeéeéé.

The 1960s and the National Hill Climb comes to Peaslows

1961



